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 For Public Presentations 

Congratulations to Mathilda Scott who placed first at our Public Presentations 
event on Saturday March 28.  Mathilda won a $50.00 scholarship to Camp 
Shankitunk.  Also making presentations were:  Adam Stanton, Cody Sears, 
Gretchen Badger, Shannon Sears, Madelynn Badger, Ruth Johansen.  Great job 
everyone. 

 

Project Grants Awarded 
Congratulations to the recipients of the $100.00 4-H Project Grants for 2009.  Project Grants are awarded to 
4-H members who are looking to get started in a new project area.  2009 recipients were:  Morgan Kraemer 
to get started in Cow Roping;  Gretchen and Madelynn Badger who are getting started with dairy goats, and 
Sylvi Diamond for Chickens Galore- a chicken egg business.  We look forward to seeing your projects at the 
Sunshine Fair. 



Cornell Cooperative Extension – Schoharie County  173 South Grand Street  Cobleskill,  NY  12043       Page 2 
518-234-4303  or 518-296-8310 

CloverBuddies 
By Ellia, 
I learned how to make 
yeast bread.  There’s 
many ingredients.  It 
takes a short time to 
cook.  
 
By Aleah 
I learned how to make a 
tie dyed pillow.  We use 
markers and sprayed 
alcohol on it. 
 
Cloverbuddies are Ellia 
Dannible, Sydney 
Dymes, Paul Munson IV, 
Caitlyn Peck, Aleah 
Shultz, Alexandrea Walters and Joseph Yazzie.  Club leaders are Joan Frost and Maria Dykeman. 

The Purple Slugs 
The “Purple Slugs”; sometimes we’re purple, but we are definitely not slugs!  This year we have 
been involved in a few community service projects, including food drives, selling baked goods for the 
food pantry, making ornaments for the tree lighting in Jefferson, and visiting Robinson Terrace.  
Visiting different types of farms has also been on our agenda.  We visited the Danforth Jersey Farm 
in Jefferson.  We learned a lot about Jersey cows (and bulls), but we also enjoyed a wonderful meal 
in the historic farmhouse afterwards.  Yummy!   We have also visited Wycoff’s Paso Fino Horse 
Farm in Gilboa, Brovetto’s Cheese House in Jefferson, and Shaver Hill Farm in Stamford.  We are 
learning about different agricultural ways of life.  We are so fortunate to have so many farmers 
willing to share their knowledge with us. We are also learning about the different food industry in our 
area, as every time we visit a farm we also visit an eatery.   Some of our members were involved in 
the Cooking Challenge and some are involved in Horse Quiz Bowl.  Each week we seem to grow 
bigger!   Thank you Eileen and Leslie for being so supportive!  
 
The Purple Slugs are:  Claire Chapman, Jane Clayton, Joe Cooper, Carly Diamond, Sylvi Diamond, 
Adam Haight, Brandon Haight, Bryan Hallock, Casey Hallock, Lacey Haskin, Brooke Koerner, Eric 
Parker, Kelly Parker, Kayla Rose, Erica Rossman, Thomas Schmiedel, Luke Spangenberg, Amanda 
Twible, Brad Van Valkenbburgh, Ryan VanValkenburgh, John Voetelink, Kira Weaver, Emma 
Wright.  The leader for Purple Slugs is Jo Ann Diamond. 
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4-H Ham Radio Club 
President: Genie O’Donnell, Official Member: 
Maria Brown, Official Member: Michelle Polizzi  
unofficial Member: Caigla Zoda 
 
CLUB HISTORY AND ACTIVITIES: 
2007 to 2008 - Genie O’Donnell agrees to 
organize a 4H Club for her friends who are 
interested in amateur radio. 
 
September to November 2008 – Genie 
O’Donnell organizes friends and makes the 
ham Radio Club an official 4H Club.  It is 
simply called the 4H Ham Radio Club. 
 
December 2008 – meeting. The  4H Ham Radio Club has 3 official members and 1 unofficial 
member.  Genie O’Donnell is elected president.  The club’s mission is threefold: 

1) to get members licensed 
2) to get involved in a community service 
3) to apply for college scholarships 

 
January 2009 – members meet twice to discuss activities.  They decide to order 2 books for 
members to get licensed.  They contact Mr Phil Tracy, a local Ham, for information on this hobby.  
He agrees that the club can visit him in the spring to see his home set-up and to gather information. 
 
March 6, 2009 – the books have arrived and the members meet to set up a loan schedule for 
members. 
 
March 10 – 4H Club President, Genie O’Donnell visits SCARA (Schoharie County Amateur Radio 
Association) in Schoharie to tell them about the 4h Ham Radio Club and to see if they have any 
resources the club can borrow in their efforts to get licensed.  SCARA is very enthusiastic about The 
4H Club and offers to help members get licensed,  They offer to hold classes for them.  They also 
speak of a need they have: help in managing the emergency communication facility at the Cobleskill 
Regional Hospital as they are spread too thin to handle this.  Genie tells them she will report this 
back to the 4H Club. 
 
March 14 Ham Radio Club meeting – the members are very excited about Genie’s meeting with 
SCARA.  They unanimously agree to help manage the emergency communications facility at the 
Cobleskill Regional Hospital as their ongoing community service.  Club members will meet with Mike 
Stains, President of SCARA, to be trained in maintaining the facility.   
 
March 26 – members met with SCARA members at Basset Hospital in Cobleskill in the Radio Room.  
A drill was performed and the 4Hers asked many questions.  A discussion on what the club 
members could do took place.  The next step is for the 4H members to contact the nurse who works 
in the Radio Room to see how they can assist the amateur radio operation. 
 
Members are now studying the books, listening to the CD, and taking practice tests on-line in efforts 
to prepare for the licensing exam. 
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Thundering Hooves 4-H Horse Club 
 

The Thundering Hooves are a very active 4-H 
club that over the years has participated in many 
activities throughout our county and state. We 
have 21 members of our club currently that 
range from age 5 to age 17. The members of 
the club ride both English and western, as well 
as driving with both miniature horses and a 
Haflinger. Our club meets twice a month and 
also participates in other activities such as 
clinics, tours, seminars, horse quiz bowl, 
hippology, spring arena day, pre-fair clinic, our 
county fun day, participate in other county 
shows and gymkhanas, and show at our county 
fair.. Additionally, we do community service 
activities such as visiting senior housing, selling 
cookies and collecting donations for the Holiday 
Train at Christmas, returning cans for the local 
animal shelter, working with inner-city youth for 

“The Horse Experience”, helping with a local stable for their therapeutic riding program, and “Youth Service 
Day” for Schoharie County.  Thundering Hooves are: Hope Alecio, Alexis Bleau, Cooper Bowersox, Hannah 
Bowersox, Adam Burton, Kennady Church-Holmes, Carly Diamond, Sylvi Diamond, Gabrielle Pacatte, Kelly 
Parker, and John Reed, and featured in the photo are:  Emily Breitbach, Jonathan Henzler, Katie Jaqueway, 
Katie Keenan, Jen Segarra, Shannon Vogt, Rebecca Wilsey, Morgan Kraemer, Stephanne Henzler and 
Taylor Burton.  Leaders are:  Ann Kyes, Margo Kyes, Nicole Vogt, Lisa Breitbach, Polly Henzler, Marion 
Jaqueway.   

Horse Quiz Bowl and Hippology 
 
Congratulations to the following members who took part in Regional Horse Quiz Bowl on Saturday April 4th in 
Voorheesville, The Senior Schoharie team placed 6th, the Junior team placed 3rd, and the Novice team 
placed 4th.  Individually, McKayla Sossei placed 5th in the Junior Division, In the Novice Division Jen Segarra 
placed 5th, Carly Diamond placed 6th, and Morgan Kraemer placed 7th. 

On the same day, Schoharie County also took part in the Regional Hippology Contest and Senior members 
fared well.  The Schoharie County senior team placed first and will be continuing onto the state level contest 
at the NYS Fair in August.  The Junior team placed 4th.  In the top 10 individual placings, Katie Jaqueway 
placed 2nd and Emily Breitback placed 3rd. 

Congratulation to all team members.  Senior Members:  Katie Jaqueway, Emily Breitbach, Stephanne 
Henzler, Cooper Bowersox, Sierra Harris, Jonathon Henzler.   Junior Team Members were:  McKayla Sossei, 
Emma Keating, Deryn DiMarco, Megan Krisowaty, Michaela Harris, Shannon Vogt.  Novice team members 
were:  Morgan Kraemer, Carly Diamond, Sylvi Diamond, Kelly Parker.  Jen Segarra played for the Rensselaer 
County team.   
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Introducing Critter Fusion By Matt Kelley 
 

Let me explain what the Critter Fusion 4-H Club is all about.  We are a 
large club that has work groups of many different species of livestock.  
Currently our work groups include: beef cattle-led by Mr. Adam Hay, 
goats- led by Mrs. Kathy Kelley and poultry- led by Mr. Mark Skinner 
and our members only come to the work meetings that pertain to them.  
We meet all together every other month and work toward our goals for 
community service, fundraising and general 4-H requirements.  
Separately we learn about animal health and nutrition, showmanship, 

make some equipment and crafts, learn to use our animal products, quiz bowl and judging of each 
individual species and much more.  In addition we have yet another group in our club that calls 
themselves the Critter Fusion Creative Kids and they have been focusing 
on crafts that involve sewing and cooking. All the parents share the 
burden of leadership at this time. They plan to eventually branch out to 
some small livestock and are learning now about how to get started. As 
you can see we welcome everyone.  We have a lot of fun and enjoy 
having a huge group of friends in every age group especially when we 
exhibit at the fair.  This arrangement also makes our families very happy 
because we can explore nearly all of our interests without having to 
arrange and keep track of another club commitment.  We are grateful for the flexibility of 4-H to allow 
for this creative solution and we look forward to continually striving for our mission of increasing 4-H 
numbers particularly livestock exhibitors in Schoharie County.  We don’t want to be a dying breed.  
Our officers are:  Sarah Hay – Pres., Ryan Kelley – VP, Matt Kelley – Secretary, Gretchen Badger -
Treasurer 
 

The other Critter Fusion members are: Madelyn Badger, Alexis Brown, Kayla Brown, 
William Chandler, Zachary German, Nathan Hay, Evan Kelley, Ryan Kelley, Ian 
Letko, Isabella Lucear, Jonathan Morrell, Ania Outhout, Kathryn Santoro, Ella Scott, 
Tilda Scott, Harry Scott, Devan Skinner, Branson Weingarten, Broch Weingarten, 
Katerina Weingarten, Caleb Whittaker, Gideon Whittaker, Stuart Wood. 

The Goat Herders  
The Goat Herders met on April 4th to transplant Herb 
plants.  We planted parsley and basil and learned what 
they are used for.  We learned that they can be used 
fresh, dried or frozen.  We also planted a spider plant.  
Next month we are doing a plaster project.  Members are 
Hailey Briggs, Dustin Briggs, Brianna Coluccio, Tommy 
Nare, Like Nare, and Kyle Nare.  The club leader is 
Cecilia Coluccio. 
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PawsAbility  
PawsAbility is a 4-H dog club.  
Members will be taking the 4-H 
Dog Obedience Class this spring 
with Jennifer Walrath and plan to 
show their dogs at the Sunshine 
Fair. 
 
PawsAbility Members are:  Carly 
Diamond, Sylvi Diamond, Lily 
Kocher, Angie Adamovich, 
Morgan Kraemer, and Kelly 
Parker.  Canine club members 
are:  Daisy, Max, Sam, Buddy, Lincoln, and new 
members are Kenai and Nikka.  Teddy is an honorary dog 
club member. 

Meet the Milkin’ Maniacs  
Hello.  My name is Mathilda Scott and I am the reporter for Milkin Maniacs 4-H Club.  
We have been very busy lately.  On March 21 there was regional dairy quiz bowl 
competition.  These were the teams.  Novice was Hunter Prokop, Justin Ryan, Mathilda 
Scott, and Adam Stanton.  Junior team was Shannon Sears, Cody Sears, Kayla Stanton, 
and Ella Scott.  The Novice team placed first overall.  In the top 10 individuals Justin 

place 7th Adam placed 5th and Mathilda placed 1st.  The junior team placed third overall.  In the top 10 
individuals, Ella placed 9th and Cody placed 8th.  The Milkin Maniacs are also busy learning about Dairy 
Judging with the help of Mr. John Stanton.  We are looking forward to taking part in the upcoming Dairy 
Judging tours around the region. 
 
We want to give a special thanks to all the parents and to Sarah Blood-Szentmiklosy, Club Leader.   
 
Milkin Maniacs are: 
Cody Sears, Shannon Sears, Kayla Stanton, Adam Stanton, Hunter Prokop, Devin Prokop, Justin Ryan, 
Chris Mercer, Joelene Mercer, Abby DeSormeau, Chris DeSormeau, Julia Bogardus, Samantha Hauenstein, 
Michael Dahl, Timothy Dahl, Sara Gage, Kyle Cacciola, Tilda Scott, Ella Scott. 

Dairy Quiz Bowl Players.  See below  

�������� �  



Vegetable Marketing Tomato Plant 
Pickup and Warehouse Tour 

Sat. May 16 Golub Headquarters, Rotterdam 

Intro to Geocaching– for Leaders Sat. May 30 Community Library, Cobleskill 

Horse/Rider Evaluations Sun. May 31 SUNY Cobleskill 

Cornell Poultry Outing Sat. June 6 Cornell University 

Camp Barkitunk Fri. – Sun. June 12-14 Camp Shankitunk, Delaware Co. 

Babysitter Training Sat. June 13, Sun. June 14 Extension Center 

Pullorum Testing Tues. June 16, 6-8 pm Extension Center 

4-H Mini Day Camp June 30, July 1, 2 Extension Center 

4-H Career Explorations June 30, July 1, 2 Cornell University 

Sunshine Fair July 29 (non animal exhibits) 
July 31- August 8 

Cobleskill Fairgrounds 

Shooting Sports Thurs– Sat. June 12– 13 Mbrg R & G Club 

Sunshine Fair—Information Meeting Tues. June 2, 7 pm Extension Center 
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Coming to 
Your Mailbox 
in May 
 
4-H Summer Mini Camp 
Brochure and 
Registration 
 
Farmers Museum Jr. 
Livestock Show 
Registration 

Introduction to Geocaching and GPS 
Especially for adults who work with youth 
Saturday, May 30 10:30 am to 1 pm, Community Librar y Cobleskill. 
 
Looking for something to keep your kids busy this summer?  Do know what 
a waypoint is?  Can you find a multi-cache?  What is geocaching anyway?  
Find out at this beginner’s workshop.  We will begin indoors with an 
introduction to handheld GPS units, we will explore internet sites for 
geocaching, and we will venture out of doors to find caches hidden around 
Cobleskill.  There is a $5.00 fee for materials.  Please register by Friday 
May 22 by calling the 4-H Office at 518-234-4303. 

 
4-H Babysitter Training Class 
Sat. June 13 and Sunday June 14, Extension Center 
 
For youth 11 years and older who will be babysitting for 
hire, or caring for siblings.  Youth must attend both classes 
to receive a certificate.  The fee is $8.00.  Scholarships 
are available.  Register by Wed. June 3 by calling the 4-H 
Office at 518-234-4303. 
 

 
4-H Shooting Sports– an Introduction to .22 Rifle 
Thurs, Fri, June 11,12, 6 to 9 pm and Sat. June 13,  9 to noon 
Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club 
 
Register No Later Than Monday May 1.  The fee is $5.00.  A parent must be 
present for all classes.  Instruction provided by Dr. Steve Mackenzie, certified 4-H 
Shooting Sports Instructor.  To register, or for more information contact the 
Schoharie County 4-H Office at 518-234-4303. 

Premium 
Books for 
the 
Sunshine 
Fair will be 

available at  
www.sunshinefair.org.  Or call 
the Fair Office at 518-234-
2123. 
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SUNSHINE FAIR INFORMATION MEETING 
Tues. June 2, 2009 

7 pm at the Extension Center 
 
Get the most up to date information on the new Jr. Department 
show schedules, new animal housing arrangements, new 
classes, premiums and special events, including the new 
Awards Barbeque for Junior Department Exhibitors.  4-H staff 
will be on hand to help with entry forms.  Premium books will 
be available starting mid– May at www.sunshinefair.org. 
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